WELCOME to VAUXHALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2020 has been a “back to school” like
no other! After 6 months of isolation and
changes in our lives, all were eager and
excited to get back to the somewhat
“normal” routine of school. Beyond all the
health and safety guidelines and extra
preparation, the staff at VES are excited
and grateful to have the kids back again.
Above all, we want the students to feel
cared for and make VES a warm, welcome
and fun place to learn. To this end, we
thought it would be fun to adopt the theme
of having classroom Islands! Island life is
known to be a laid back, safe haven from
stress and that’s the kind of environment we are trying to create so that we can all
learn and grow together this year. And though we have to be isolated in our safety
cohorts, we’ll try every day to create a beautiful shared experience of learning. I ‘ll
begin each day with the saying “Welcome to another day of learning and growing
together on the VES Islands.” Welcome to this special place in which learning should
be a fun and collaborative experience while we help each other stay safe and grow in
our skills and understanding.
Though there are many changes in safety protocols, our dedicated staff continue to
make this a place of inspiration. We strive to inspire our students to be whatever they
aspire to be. We inspire them to practice healthy lifestyles by improving their
physical well - being through daily PE and Fitness Friday, enjoying healthy snacks
and playing a variety of games. We inspire them to explore the fine arts through
music, drama and art. We ensure their mental well-being is taken care of by creating
a safe and caring atmosphere and providing supports through counselling and family
connections as the needs arise. We inspire our students to make a difference in this
world and respect others for who they are: their opinions, beliefs, ethnic diversity and
economic status. We inspire them to be volunteers as a way to helping their
community and others. At VES we consider everyone family.
I would like to welcome all new students and families that have registered with us
this year. It is great to have you on board. A few of staff changes for this year include
the addition of Miss Brianna Tower who teaches grade 1, Mrs. Tammy Reiling and
Mrs. Debbie Fettig teaching grade 2-3, Ms. Shelley Rourke teaches grade 4, Mr.
Matthew Hawke moves to grade 5, and Miss Emily Johnson moves into grade 6 with
Mrs. Vogel.
We are very hopeful to have Missoula Children’s Theatre return in the Spring again
this year with the classic of Hansel and Gretel.

Please check in this handbook the section on School messenger, a new phone out
system for schools as well as the updated cell phone policy. Along with our Daily 5 in
LA we will continue to provide reading intervention support to students. We also have
a school-wide focus on improving our students’ math skills.
We will also continue to look for opportunities for students to learn more about our
First Nations, Metis and Inuit people as well as their own cultures. As a way to
celebrate our Indigenous People, we have at our entrance a traditional Blackfoot tipi
(Pooh-Kai Koo-Kah-tup-pii) painted with care by Charlie Fox (an elder with the
Blackfoot Confederacy) and our students. It is also important to acknowledge that
our school is built on lands of the traditional Blackfoot Confederacy Territories of
Southern Alberta.
This handbook is developed as one means of communication between home and
school. You can also keep informed by checking our new webpage at
https://ves.horizon.ab.ca/, taking time to read the monthly newsletters, checking your
child’s agendas, attending school council meetings via zoom, and maintaining
continued contact with your child’s teacher. I am looking forward to a year of
inspiring growth at VES. As we support and inspire our youth to learn, we create the
environment for them to inspire others.
Sharon Skretting,
Principal

VES Mission Statement, Vision, Goals
As a school com m unity w e w anted to keep our m ission statem ent sim ple and
som ething that w e could easily rem em ber. W e took an ancient saying by
“Confucius” that fit very w ell w ith how w e believe w e need to teach our
children. W e also w anted to add an elem ent that is m ore inline w ith 21 st
century learning and to include som e form of citizenship responsibility. The
first three lines are from Confucius and the last line is from our discussion w ith
staff and parents. W e have adopted the last tw o lines as our new vision-m ission
statem ent.
Tell us and W e will Forget
Teach us and W e will Rem em ber,

Include Us and We will Understand
Inspire Us and We Will Inspire Others.
Beliefs and Values:
We believe:
• Kids matter and kids are always first.
• Success builds confidence and that all children need to succeed.
• That engaged and inspired students will succeed and inspire others.
• Learning is for the future
• Each person needs to live an active lifestyle
• The arts are an integral part of learning in the 21st century.
• In leading by example- modeling at all levels
• We believe that technology is a valuable learning tool in today’s world.
• We must have the courage to change in order to grow.
We value:
• Mutual Respect – we are accepting of each other’s differences
• Teamwork – building together to reach common goals.
• Citizenship – putting others first (Pay it forward). Home, school, community,
country, global
• Responsibility - we are dependable and accountable
• Excellence – we want to always do our
best.

Mascot/School Colors
Our school team name is the Tornados and we have two mascots, Turbo and Turbo Jr. Our
school colors are orange, white and black.

School Song: “Ride the Wind”. Composed by Lowry Olafson
and VES students in 2011.

VES Staff
Teachers
Sharon Skretting – Principal
Tammy Reiling – Vice Principal, Grade 2-3 combined, Literacy
Lead
Shelley Rourke – Vice Principal, Grade 4, Technology Support
Mary-Anne Going – Kindergarten on Tuesday/Thursday and
Learning Support Teacher.
Lorel Friesen – Kindergarten on Monday/Wednesday
Lindsey Brouwers – Grade 1
Brianna Tower – Grade 1
Debbie Fettig – Grade 2-3 combined
Matthew Hawke – Grade 5
Emily Johnson – Grade 6
Leslie Vogel – Grade 6
Monique Huvenaars – Early Learning
Support Staff
Darlene Locke -Secretary
Cindy Willis – Librarian/Speech-Language

Paulina Thiessen – Classroom Assistant, Low German
Interpreter
Rose Roll – Early Learning Assistant
Emmie Rijkens – Early Learning Assistant
Anna Guenther- German Teacher
Mary Redecop – German Teacher

Support Services
Gail & Jim Lamond – Custodial
Elena Loewen – Custodial
Katharina Wiens - Custodial
Hollie Kimmins – Family School Liaison Counselor
Jaime Porteous – Child and Youth Care Worker
Amanda Andrews– Family Connections
Kim Taylor – Speech Language Pathologist
Kelsie Enright - Occupational Therapist

Horizon School Board Trustee
Jennifer Crowson

School Day
On Fridays students will be dismissed at 12:05
Bell times
8:15 – 8:20 - Students can enter the school.
8:28- Morning Announcements, O’Canada
Periods 1 - 3
Staggered Recesses:
9:50-10:05 – Grades K,4
10:00-10:15 - Grades 1,5
10:10-10:25 - Grades 2-3, 6
Periods 4-6
Staggered Lunch Breaks:
11:40-12:20 - Grades 1,5
11:50–12:30 – Grades K,4
12:00–12:40 – Grades 2-3, 6
Periods 7-9
Staggered water breaks as needed

Periods 10-11
3:12- Dismissal

Arrival Expectations

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supervision at school begins when the first bus arrives which is at about 8:15.
Where possible, it is encouraged for parents to drive their children to school to
allow increased social distancing on busses. When dropping students off, do
not enter the bus loop. Students may be dropped off at the North sidewalk and
enter through their designated door (see below)
Town students should not come to school until 8:15. If they arrive before that
time they should go to their assigned entrances and wait outside until first bus
arrives or warning bell rings. (If cold out wait in assigned boot room)
Busses will arrive at staggered times to eliminate crowding at school
doorways.
Busses will have assigned seating. Students will be grouped with other family
members and fill the bus back to front.
Bus students should exit buses and walk on sidewalks heading toward the
school. Use sidewalks along the building to get to your correct entrance.
Students should enter through their assigned entrances and sanitize their
hands.
Remove wet or dirty shoes and put on inside shoes.
Town students should stay on sidewalks and use crosswalks as they near the
school. For safety bikes should be walked to the bike stand if busses are
dropping off students.
Students arriving after morning announcements should
check in at the office before proceeding to class.

Departure Expectations

•

•
•
•

•
•

At the end of the day bus dismissals will be
staggered by grade at the end of the day with
younger students dismissed first to allow them more
time. Grades will leave the building at their grade
designated entrance/exit doors and proceed to busses.
All bus students are dismissed first. They should follow
the
sidewalk around the bus loop until they get to their bus
which
for the most part will be parked in the same spot everyday.
When all buses have left the bus loop area, town students will be dismissed.
After busses leave, student dismissal will be staggered by last name. A-P first,
followed by Q – Z. Parents who are picking students up will have all their
children being dismissed at the same time for timely pick up. They may drive
through and pick them up at the north sidewalk, then leave so as to leave room
for the next group of dismissals.
Caregivers picking up students after school are expected to wait until busses
leave. Exceptions may be made for appointments, etc. Please call the school if
needed.
Town parents please have your student meet you at a designated spot (i.e. over
at the orange sign or by the fence, etc.) so as to avoid crowding by the door.
We ask that you respect social distancing guidelines while waiting for children
to exit the building.

•
•

Parents will not be allowed in the school for after school pick up unless there
are special circumstances. Please call the school if there is a special
circumstance that needs consideration.
Supervision is not provided on the playground after school. Student should go
directly home after dismissal. Exceptions to this may be student who have
prearranged with the parents and teachers to stay after school.

Pick up and Drop off

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Walking is great exercise for students but if you are driving them to and from
school please follow these procedures.
Our parking lot is located on the north end of the school. If you are wanting to
park at the school, try to park on the west stalls as this allows you and your
child to walk safely on the sidewalk rather than into the parking lot traffic.
If just dropping off, then parallel park along the curb just past the handicap
stalls. Do not angle park here and do not leave your vehicle. If you are the first
one in move to the front, drop off and proceed to leave. Watch for buses as they
have the right of way, and students walking to school. This same procedure
can also work for pick up.
For midday pick ups, please call the school in advance and we will send your
child out to you upon your arrival.
It does get extremely busy after school so safety should be first and foremost.
Be patient.
Handicap parking is for cars with handicap stickers. Please leave those stalls
for them.
From 8:00 to 9:00 in the morning and 2:30 – 3:30 after school no cars are
allowed in the bus loop. Please read the signage on the front lawn and respect
these times so buses can come and go safely.

School Messenger/Attendance
School Messenger – is Horizon School Division’s system for communication
between school/home. Automated phone calls will be made to homes when a student
is absent and we do not know the reason or received a phone call. We realize that
students will need to miss school for illness, appointments and a host of other
reasons. Please make sure you phone the school if your child is going to be absent
and the reason they are away.
(Please call the office number 403-654-2422 to report the absence. We ask that you
do not text the classroom teachers or other private phones as they may not check
those in a timely manner. If no one picks up at the office, please leave a message).
Another feature of school messenger is that we will be able to phone
families to inform them of upcoming school events or alert them on days
that school is closed due to inclement weather.
If your child is absent the teacher will try to do all they can to help them with what
they missed. Students who become ill and are required to stay home will be able to
access class materials through Hapara. Digital assignments will continue to be
accessed at home for students who are ill. It is the child’s responsibility to make up
any work missed.

School Fees

No school fees for basic instruction will be charged again this year. Some fees may
occur for field trips, extra supplies or extra activities.

Homework

Establishing regular routine habits for reading, math fact practice, and
completing unfinished work at home has a positive impact on student
learning. Homework helps student build strong work ethic, selfdiscipline, organizational skills and a solid foundation for the future.
Students benefit from the additional learning time and practice homework provides.
Individual teachers assign work in various subjects based on student and curriculum
needs. Work not completed in class, long-term assignments and review may be
assigned to homework. Primary students will have minimal work assigned in addition
to nightly reading and math fact practice. Students in higher grades
can
expect to have increasing workloads. We will endeavor to not
overburden any student with vast amounts of homework.
Homework should not be new work that the child does not know
how to do. If a student is having difficulty with homework,
overwhelmed, or you feel it is just too much please contact your
child’s teacher.
Reading for learning/reading for enjoyment – Reading is the one
area that will impact a child’s learning. A good reader will usually find
school work fairly easy. We ask that all students read a minimum of 15
minutes per night. This should not be perceived as homework but more
of a quiet/calming time of enjoyment. Ideally it would be great if all
families would find time for family reading time and make it a
regular part of a day just as supper is. Parents can be great role
models if they take the time to read as well. A great habit to teach your
child is to read just before bedtime each night. Even on nights
when they are home late a few minutes before lights out will instill
an enjoyment of lifelong reading.

Communication
Student/ Class Information
Each teacher will establish their own way of communicating
messages to home. Many are using Class Dojo or a similar messaging service. Please
watch for announcements.
Newsletters
Communication with parents at VES is a priority. A monthly newsletter and calendar
will be sent home as well as posted on our web page. Other newsletters may be sent
home as reminders of special events coming up. Teachers will also regularly send
home newsletters and information.
Webpage
Our school webpage contains a wealth of information about the school. There you will
find information about bussing, calendar events and news about VES events. Miss
Rourke keeps it up to date so please use that as a means of school/home
communication.
Telephones/Electronic Devices
School telephones are intended for official school business. Students
have access to a telephone in case of emergency or unforeseen

circumstance. Teachers will determine what constitutes a good reason to call home.
Transportation arrangements or permission for after school activities and visits to
friends’ homes should be agreed on before the child leaves for school in the morning.
Please send a note with your child if they have a change of plans.
(New Student Cell phone policy – Each morning students with cell phones
will park them in a specified location. If a student needs to check their
phones, expecting instructions from parents they will have the
opportunity to do that at the end of the day and with the teacher’s
permission.)
Other electronic devices brought to school will be done so at the students own risk
and can only be used at appropriate times.

Personal Property

The school is not responsible for students’ personal property. All items should be
clearly identified with the child’s name. Money, phones, IPods, special collections,
etc. that are brought to school are the responsibility of the student. Bikes should be
parked in the bike rack and if possible use a secure locking device to prevent it from
being taken.

Footwear

All students require a pair of running shoes with non-marking
soles to wear indoors and in the gym. For health and safety
reasons, students must wear suitable footwear at all times in
the school. Proper footwear for the gym will be strictly
enforced. Students without the proper shoes will not be allowed
to participate in the planned activity and my have an alternate
activity assigned. It is easiest if students leave gym footwear at school
at all times.

Lost and Found

The lost and found box is located by the west boot room. Found articles of clothing,
footwear, lunch kits, water bottles will be placed in this box. Found books, jewelry,
glasses, keys or small items should be turned into the office.

Student Leadership

Every year our grade 5 and 6 students get involved in the democratic process and
have their own elections. This is not only part of the Social Studies curriculum but
also gives students the chance to have an active voice in school programs and
events. Ministers may be elected in several areas. This year we are excited to work
with Ever Active Schools in Residence, who will provide mentorship centered around
student and staff wellbeing, active living and physical literacy for all, inclusive
physical activity, positive mental wellbeing for all, learning and activity in alternative
environments (e.g. snow and ice), youth run club, supporting and building resilient
school communities and Indigenous students. EAS in Residence is designed to align
with and support execution of existing school wellness plans, or to help launch new
initiatives and leadership teams - all using the Comprehensive School Health
framework. We can’t wait for our students to have this opportunity to explore
leadership roles in our school community.

School Council

School council plays a vital role in promotion of parent
involvement at school. We encourage all parents to come out to
our meetings to learn about school happenings and to share
ideas that could enhance the learning opportunities and
climate events. They hold about six meetings per year with the
first one near the beginning of October. This year we will hold
our meetings via Zoom so parents can attend from the comfort
of their own homes. Notice will be given when our meetings
will be held via messenger, in our newsletter and on our
website.
Hot lunch: In normal years, Council provides hot lunch to our students once and
sometimes twice per month. The nominal fee charged is usually to cover the cost of
supplies and any money raised usually goes toward covering the cost of a school
wide event. However, due to COVID health protocols, Hot lunches are on hold until it
is deemed safe to resume them. Stay tuned.

Safety at School
VES Re-entry Plan
• Our VES re-entry plan is outlines all safety protocols beyond what is
outlined below. For your convenience it will be included at the back of
this handbook.
Locked Doors
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Our doors will be locked once the students have entered.
Visitors will use the front door after ringing the doorbell and the secretary will
meet them at the entrance with screening questions.
Those with any symptoms or contact with those showing symptoms will not be
allowed in the building. Please see our visitor log for this process.
Please remember to bring a mask with you. Everyone must wear a mask and
sanitize their hands before entering the school.
A record of all visitors will be kept.

Volunteer Drivers
If for any reason you are transporting other students beside your own to a
school sanctioned event such as a sporting event, then volunteer driver forms
must be completed. These can be picked up at the office.
Medication
Staff cannot administer medication to students unless parents have completed
a “Permission to Administer Medication” form as per school board policy.
These forms can be filled out at the office but do require either a physician’s or
pharmacist’s signature.
If your child has allergies or any other medical condition we need to be aware
of, please let the school know.
Illness
Students should be screened daily using the daily screening tool provide in our
VES Re-entry Plan. If you are not sure whether you should send your child,
please use the “When do I keep my child at home?” guideline attached at the
end of this hanbook.
When a student becomes ill at school every attempt will be made to contact the
parents of the child to advise them of the situation. Due to the special
circumstances of the pandemic, students who are ill at school should be
picked up within an hour. If parents are unavailable, we will call the next person
on their emergency contact list.
Accident
If a student is accidentally injured at school, we shall first assess the situation.
Minor bumps and bruise are treated at school with no parent contact. Parents
will be contacted whenever a medical judgment has to be made for more
serious injury. If contact cannot be made the child will continue to be
supervised at school or emergency services will be called.

•

•

•

•
•

Allergies
If your child has allergies or any other medical conditions we need to be aware
of, please let the school know.
Head lice
As students return to school and are around more people they may have a
greater opportunity to pick up head lice. Head lice can be brought in by anyone
at any time as it may have been picked up while on holidays, camping, friends
and family, etc. Although it is not a medical concern it can be a nuisance.
Please check your child’s head on a regular basis and if found treat according
to what your pharmacist may advise. School wide notices will not be sent home
if head lice are found and students will not be isolated or sent home. See
Horizon School Division Policy.
Health Nurse
Our local Health nurses visits our school on a regular basis and are a wealth of
information to us in regards to illness that may be spreading throughout the
school. They also ensure all students are updated with their immunizations
shots. Flu shots by all family members is also recommended.
Fire Drills/Lockdown
Horizon School division has established procedures for fire drills and
lockdowns. We practice these several times a year to make sure all staff and
students are aware of the procedure. Our lockdown practices are conducted
using “a worst case scenario” procedure. You may want to talk to your child
about the reason for lockdowns so as to minimize any fear they may have when
this practice is done.

School Closures/Inclement Weather
We live in Southern Alberta which means storms and blizzards can hit with little
warning. They can also come early in the fall or late in the spring. Horizon has a very
detailed policy on school closures procedures due to inclement weather that can be
found in the Policy handbook on the horizon web page.
A decision to close schools will be made by the superintendent based on information
he has received from his sources in the Vauxhall area. When the decision is made it
will be posted on the Horizon Web page as well as broadcast by several local radio
stations. When possible the decision to close a school is made by 6:30 am.
Sometimes this is not possible and may be posted later.
On occasion some buses may not be able to run but school will remain open. Your
bus driver will contact you if that is the case. If your bus does not run and school is
open parents may decide to drive their child to school. Remember that if you drive
them in the morning you will also have to pick them up after school. A bus that does
not run in the morning will not run in the evening.
If, as the parent, you feel that it is too cold or dangerous to send you
child to school you have the option of keeping them home.

Special Programs and Services
VES makes every effort to ensure that programming is designed to meet the needs of
all students. We have several services and programs available to parents and
students that can be accessed as the needs arise.

Learning Support Teacher

Mrs. Maryanne Going is our Learning Support Teacher. Her role is to help teachers
with programming for students with learning difficulties and students that may be
gifted or display special talents.

German School

We have over 60% of our population that English is their Second language. They
speak Low German. Government funding allows us to hire teachers and support staff
to assist these students become fluent in English not only with speaking but reading
and writing as well. In respecting diversity we also provide Friday German School to
families who would like to see their children receive this. Mrs. Greta Unrau, Mary
Redecop, and Anna Guenther are our German teachers.

Early Literacy and Numeracy Intervention

Students that may need a slight boost to achieve grade level in reading are offered
special programming through an Early Literacy pullout program. We will be using a
“Fountas and Pinnell” intervention program coordinated by the classroom teacher
and supported by some of our classroom assistants. Numeracy intervention will also
be offered. If your child is going to be in one of these programs the classroom
teacher will be seeking your permission.

Speech Language

The Alberta Health Authority offers speech pathologist services to students in need.
They travel to our school once or twice each month to do testing and programming.
The service is then delivered by our Speech Language Assistant Mrs. Cindy Willis.

Family School Liaison Counseling

Counseling services is a priority of Horizon School Division. Marie Hutchinson is at
VES two days per week and Hailey Slomp one day per week to provide individual and
family counseling as well as offer classroom programs on things such as friendship
and bullying. If you feel your child or family may be in need of some counseling,
please do not hesitate to call the school to make a referral.

Family Connections

We are fortunate again to have family connections being available in our
school. They run extra programs such as mentorship, cook up a story,
bully- prevention, parenting workshops and a host of others. Each class
will be involved in one of the extra programs offered by our family
connections personnel, Amanda Andrew.

Learning Commons
Mrs. Willis is our school librarian and does a great job in promoting
reading. She gets to spend one period per week with each class
reading to them and delivering to them books that they have signed out
electronically. The library books are on loan to your children for a two –
week period. If they are not returned on time, they will be on the
overdue list. If after 30 days they are not yet returned, we will send
home a bill. Lost or damaged books will have to be paid for in order for
us to replace them. If they are found, your money will be refunded. We
also want to encourage all parents to use the public library as well.

Early Learning
VES offers an Early Learning program for three and four year olds.
The program runs Monday and Wednesday mornings from 8:30-11:30.
The Early Learning program offers a language rich, play-based
program with many hands-on experiences from young children. The
Early Learning program is not government funded so there is a fee for
children to attend. Children who are English language learners or
have an identified learning need may not bee required to pay
fees. For more information, please call Andra Johnson, Supervisor of
Early Learning, at 403-223-3547 ext. 10132. This program is a great
head start for students and is highly recommended.
Stay and Play
Unfortunately, due to COVID, we are unable to host outside groups at this time. We
hope to once again offer this program through Family and Community Support
Services (FCSS) on Friday mornings as a drop in for parents with young children as
soon as we are able.

Athletics

At VES we offer many opportunities for students to keep active and to
become involved in individual or team sports.

Fitness Friday
Every Friday, regardless of the weather all staff and
students run or jog a 2.5 km loop with their cohort.
Intramurals
This is generally for grade 5/6 and involves house league teams for
soccer, volleyball, floor hockey, basketball, badminton. We are
monitoring the health and safety guidelines to determine whether this
can be done in some capacity this year.
Track and Field
All students usually participate in an annual track and field day in which
Hays School joins us. Athletes compete in a variety of events such as
sprints, long distance runs, ball throws and hurdles. Health protocols
later in the year will determine whether we can hold this event this year.
Tier 3 Athletics
Our grade 5/6 students play games in Volleyball and Basketball with
other schools in the division. We also participate in the Horizon Jr. High
badminton Divisional. Coaches are always needed. We will monitor the
health and safety guidelines to determine whether this can be done in
some capacity this year.
Extra Events
We are able to take advantage of our community recreation facilities and
have skating and swimming as part of our PE program. We will monitor
the health and safety guidelines to determine whether this can be done in
some capacity this year.
Terry Fox Run
This event happens every year at our school.
This year, students ran with their cohort.
Students are always asked to bring a toonie
to school as a donation to the Terry Fox
cancer foundation. This year we raised $400
towards the cure!

Walking Path
Our walking path is a great addition to our school and to the community
of Vauxhall. As a school we make great use out of it. The seniors are
already walking on it in the mornings. I want to invite parents and the
community to make good use of this facility. Come out and run, walk,
roller blade, bike or skateboard around the path.

Climate Events

At VES we believe that activities that create a positive climate
are very important for a school’s culture. Each year we host
some annual events each year that have become very popular
and are well attended. Unfortunately, assemblies and special
events like: Harvest Supper, Remembrance Day Ceremony,
Christmas Turkey Dinner, Christmas Concert, Cake and
Auction Bingo, Missoula Children’s Theater, etc. are not
possible at this time, but we are hopeful that some may be
held later in the year depending on the circumstances of the
pandemic. Where possible, we will try to provide alternative
activities that allow for fun and community while still
maintaining the safety and integrity of our school cohorts.

Vauxhall Elementary School Student Conduct Policy
VES has great kids that are wonderful ambassadors of our school within the community and beyond.
Our students expect to come to school and learn in a safe and secure environment. We continue to
build a school climate that is designed to help our students feel happy, comfortable and important.
Between home and school, we shall share the responsibility for teaching acceptable, appropriate
behavior. We also teach our students that they are responsible for their behavior and must recognize
that any behavior that does not allow for a safe, secure, and positive climate is not acceptable.
Students at VES will be expected to follow the student conduct statements as set in the Alberta
Education School Act, Section 12.
A student shall conduct him/herself so as to reasonably comply with the following code of conduct:
a) be diligent in pursuing his/her studies
b) attend school regularly and punctually
c) co-operate fully with everyone authorized by the board to provide education programs and other
services.
d) comply with the rules of the school and school division
e) account to his/her teachers for his/her conduct
f) respect the rights of others.
The following lists of expectations assist students in learning and reinforcing the rules and regulations
of VES.
General School Expectations:
1. Be respectful of yourself and others
2. Respect the property of self and others
3. Must not be in possession or use any type of illicit drugs, restricted drugs, alcohol, tobacco,
cannabis, or their products or paraphernalia on school premises.
Classroom Expectations:
1. Follow the classroom rules and behavior plan as set out by each teacher.
2. Develop Work Stamina, Independence and Accountability.
3. Do our best at learning and avoid interfering with the learning of others.
4. Keep desk, workspace, storage bins neat and orderly
5. Respect the property of self and others.
6. Be on time to class with all appropriate learning materials and tools.
Hallway Expectations:
1. Grade 4 & up wear masks in hallways and shared common areas.
2. Walk for safety. Single file or two by two and on the right side maintaining social distance
guidelines.
3. Keep hands, feet and objects to self.
4. Use a soft voice and quiet feet so as not to disturb other students or classes.
5. Be respectful of displays and exhibits.
6. Keep lockers clean and doors closed.
Restroom Expectations:
1. Use restroom facility appropriately.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Wash hands after use. Use soap and paper towels sparingly.
Flush toilets after use.
Keep restrooms clean. Tell an adult if restroom needs attention.
Observe personal space, respect privacy and use a soft voice.
Return directly to class or designated area after use.

Recess Expectations:
1. Use restroom facilities prior to going out.
2. Follow playground procedures and stay in designated cohorts.
3. Remain on school grounds.
4. Follow game rules.
5. Inform adults of unsafe behavior or incidents.
6. Stay away from unfamiliar adults or animals.
7. Put equipment away when finished.
8. Be responsible for jackets and other belongings.
9. Respect school property, share equipment and facilities, use positive talk and good
sportsmanship.
10. When the bell rings make your way quickly to your designated entrance so as not to be late for
class. If doors are locked wait in a single file line until they are opened.
Inside recess:
1. Use the washroom, get a drink and return to homeroom.
2. Follow classroom teachers and supervisors inside regulations.
Lunch Expectations:
1. Let homeroom teacher know if you go home for lunch.
2. Follow homeroom teacher expectations and rules.
3. Clean up any spills or lunch mess prior to being dismissed.
4. Dispose of garbage appropriately.
5. Wait for supervisor to dismiss you.
For the most part VES students follow the above expectations and model them for each other. As a
result, these students can expect rewards and privileges in many forms such as praise, small tokens
such as stickers and treats, special events and activities, GROW points on Class Dojo, notes/phone
calls home, acknowledgement in newsletters, etc.

Misconduct and Intervention
On occasion some students make inappropriate conduct choices. We believe that it is the student’s
responsibility to accept the consequences of his/her actions. The following levels of behavior and
consequences will be used to remediate any misconduct.
Level 1 behavior includes:
• Inappropriate language or gestures (cursing)
• Habitual lates
• Physical aggression such (pushing, shoving, horseplay)
• Disruption, excessive talking
• Not prepared for class (habitual)
• Disrespectful, insubordination, non-compliance
• Lying, cheating
• Teasing/taunting (physical and verbal)
• Inappropriate use of school property or materials
Step 1: Level one behavior is to be handled by the classroom teacher or staff member witnessing such
behavior in accordance with their classroom discipline plan that follows the following guidelines as
outlined in policy:

1.1.Discipline measures should foster a welcoming, respectful and safe learning environment that
respects diversity and fosters a sense of belonging, teach social responsibility and encourage the
development of self-discipline on the part of the student.
1.2. Preventative discipline measures are most effective
1.3.Early action to resolve discipline concerns is desirable
Step 2:
If the behavior persists, the classroom teacher will:
1. Conference with the student
2. Document the behavior by completing a discipline referral form
3. Contact the parent either by phone, email or text and send home the referral form. (Parents
must sign and return the referral form)
4. Other interventions may include:
a. Meeting with the parent to collaboratively develop a plan to help the child
b. Repeated offences may result in revoking privileges, recess detention, completion of a
Dear parent’s letter or a student phone call home.
c. If a student accumulates three level 1 infractions in a three-month period, the classroom
teacher will send the student to the office with a discipline referral form to conference.
d. Discipline forms will include the following information:
• Who was involved
• A description of the inappropriate behavior
• A self-reflection on why it happened and /or what can be expected next
time
• The consequences (in accordance with policy)
• How amends can be made to the other persons if others were involved.
• Administrator will follow up with parents as soon as referrals are made.
Step 3: Should the behavior continue consultation with the Horizon Behavior Specialist and a meeting
with parents may be called.
All students who have received repeated behavior consequences can wipe the slate clean by modeling,
over a period of time, the proper behavior expectations.
Level 2 behaviors include:
• Abusive language (threat of physical harm, offensive racial/sexual comments)
• Bullying
• Fighting/Extreme Physical Aggression
• Property Damage/Vandalism
• Willful/Blatant refusals
• Running Away
• Theft
• Violation of District technology guidelines (computer misuse)
Step 1: Level 2 behavior will be handled by the classroom teacher and principal. A conduct report will
be completed by the staff member that was witness to the incident.
Step 2: Recess detentions, in-school suspension anywhere from 1 period to 2 full days or an out of
school suspension could be given. This will be a decision made by the principal.
Step 3: Parents will be called by either the homeroom teacher or principal.
Step 4: If deemed necessary the behavior support team may be called to discuss further intervention
strategies.
Bullying and Threats

Horizon School Division has a very strict policy regarding bullying and threats with a notice sent home
at the beginning of the year to all parents making them aware of the protocol that will be followed.

horizon.ab.ca
P: 403.223.3547
6302 56 Street,
Taber, AB T1G 1Z9

Date: September 3, 2020
Dear Parent/Guardian:
Horizon School Division is committed to providing safe learning environments for all
students, staff, school visitors and community members.
When students’ behaviours pose a potential threat to safety or serious harm, the
Southwest Alberta Regional Violence Risk Threat Assessment (VTRA) Protocol helps
Principals take steps to protect students’ well-being. The protocol helps schools respond
quickly to worriesome behaviours and/or threatening incidents such as: possession of a
weapon or a replica weapon, bomb threats or plans, verbal, written or electronic (internet,
text) threats to kill or injure oneself or others or other threats of violence, fire setting.
The Southwest Alberta Regional VTRA Protocol outlines how a school responds
immediately to threatening behaviour. The purpose of the VTRA protocol is to support
students and their families in addressing these worrisome behaviours. We believe that
students demonstrating such behaviours require a team to support them. Principals may
first bring together a School Threat Assessment Team, which ideally includes the
Principal/Vice-Principal, a school-based clinician/jurisdictional lead, and police. If the
situation is serious, the Principal may also consult with the Superintendent of Schools,
and call in members of the Community Threat Assessment Team. This community team
may include representatives of community agencies who work with us to keep our
schools safer such as local police, children’s mental health organizations or Human
Services. Parents and guardians will be notified as soon as possible in the Stage I-VTRA
process. If parents/guardians cannot be reached, or if they choose not to provide
consent, but a concern for safety still exsists due to threatening behaviour, the threat
assessment may still proceed. Personal information shared throughout this process will
respect and balance each individual’s right to privacy with the need to ensure the safety
of all.
As always, student safety is our first priority. If you have any questions regarding Horizon
School Division, Southwest Alberta Regional VTRA Protocol, please contact Angela
Miller at 403-634-9767 or angela.miller@horizon.ab.ca
Sincerely,
Sharon Skretting
Vauxhall Elementary School

